STUDIES  IN  A  DYING   CULTURE
social. Economic production, by which he makes outer
reality conform to his feeling, is social, and generates in
its interstices science and art. It is economic production
then that gives man freedom. It is because of economic
production that man is free, and beasts are not. This is
dear from the fact that economic production is the
manipulation, by means of agriculture, horse-taming,
road-building, car-construction, light, heating, and
other engineering, of the environment, conformably
to man's will. It enables man to do what he wills ; and
he can only do what he wills with the help of others.
Without roads, food supplies, machines, houses, and
clothes, he would be like the man in a plaster cast, who
can will what he likes, and yet is not a free man but a
captive. But even his free will depends on it. For con-
sciousness develops by the evolution of language,
science, and art, and these are all born of economic
production. Thus the freedom of man's actions depends
on his material level, on his economic production. The
more advanced the economic production, the freer the
civilisation.
But, it will be argued, economic production is just
what entails all the' constraints' of society. Daily work,
division of labour tinder superintendents, all tjie laws of
contract and capital, all the regulations of society, arise
out of this work of economic production. Precisely, for,
as we saw, freedom is the consciousness of causality.
And by economic production, which makes it possible
for man to achieve in action his will, man becomes
conscious of the means necessary to achieve it. That a
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